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ST. JOHN 4 ch. 22 ver. 
“ Ye worshifi, ye know not what.” 


This was addressed to the woman of Samaria, at the well of 
Sychar, the ancient Sychem. This woman had applied to our Sa- 
viour to settle the great question in controversy between the Jews 
and Samaritans, which was the proper place of worship, Jerusalem 
or Mount Gerizem. He informs her of the approaching time, when 
neither in Jerusalem nor yet in that mountain should the Father be 
worshipped, and adds, “ ye worship ye know not what.”’ 

The following fact, related in 2 Kings xvii. will assist us in under- 
standing this declaration: The Samaritans were a mingled race, 
compounded of different nations: for on the captivity of the ten 
tribes called Zsract, as distinguished from the ¢wo tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, who were called Jews, the King of Assyria trans- 
planted people from Babylon and other places, who became the in- 
habitants of the country, together with the few Israelites who re- 
mained. These people brought their respective religions with them, 
which, mixing with the remaining notions of the true God preserved 
by the inhabitants of the country, constituted in time a singular 
admixture of Theism and Polytheism—of true religion and heathen 
superstition, which in the last verse of the ahove named chapter is 
thus described:—* So these nations feared the Lord, and served 
their ‘graven images.” 

Now if this was not the worship of they knew not what, it will be 
difficult to form an idea of worship and ignorance. 

This description is suited to different ages of the world; for it is 
not a little remarkable, that to “fear the Lord and serve graven 
images,” has often been the misfortune of worshippers, pleading 
much better information than the Samaritans enjoyed. How literally 
this has occurred in the papal church, where image worship was in 
fact the service of Christians, while Jehovah was the object of osten- 
sible fear, we need not stop to prove. But there is a spirituaiity in 
this kind of worship, where, though the image is not carved or 
graven, it is still the creation of fancy, the child of imagination. 
Thus, if to some proper and true notions of the Deity, is added 
others of an opposite or unbecoming character, and such being is sup- 
posed an object of fear and worship, such worship is ignorantly 
tendered—it is the worship of an zmage, as effectually as though 
made of wood or stone. 

Now this is done by the great majority of Christians. With the par- 
tial knowledge of God—with some rational and worthy conceptions 
of his nature and attributes, they constantly and habitually (for I 
will not say intentionally) associate others, that would degrade any 
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heathen deity in the extended catalogue of mythological foily. i: 
this proposition is not sufficiently clear to carry conviction of its 
truth, it certainly admits of a most ample illustration, some particu- 
lars of which follow: 

1, Every thing we know of the Deity, from his works and his 
word, assures us of his immutability: and that he changes not, is 
admitted and professed by Christians of every name. All this is well, 
and is a most worthy notion of Him, who, as he is necessarily guid- 
ed by infinite wisdom, can have no motive of change, and cannot do 
so without a violation of the first principle of his nature, and that 
which in a distinguished sense constitutes him supreme, and the 
proper object of all religious reverence. But when particularizing 
the effects of sin, and the process of grace and redemption, the 
Deity is represented as changing from loye to hatred, and from 
hatred to love. For we are told, very truly, that when God created 
man—when He beheld this image of himself in Adam, he loved 
him. When this object of Divine affection became a transgressor, 
we are on the contrary assured, that he also became one of hatred— 
that Jehovah really hated and abhorred the man, and prospectively 
all his sinful and unborn race. But by the power and spirit of the 
gospel, man is once more restored from the corruption of his nature, 
to the love of holiness, the faith of Jesus, and to the love and vene- 
ration of God—in one word, he is regenerated. He is made by this 
astonishing process once more the subject of sovereign love. Now 
what is taught in all this? Neither more nor less, than that man has 
changed from purity to sin, and from sin again to the love of holi- 
ness, and that the immutable Jehovah Aas changed as often. 

2. The genius and nature of the gospel system, as well as the 
express language of the New Testament, clearly and effectually 
teaches, that it originated in Divine love. Yet this plain and interest- 
ing truth is so singularly perverted, as that the entire benefits of 
the gracious gospel, and even its very revelation to the world, 
are ascribed indirectly at least to the wrath of God. The manner in 
which this is done, is by supposing, that the Deity was so incensed 
against sin, as that nothing short of the énfinite sufferings of the 
whole human race, or those of an infinite substitute, could appease 
him. If this thirst for vengeance—this vindictive demand of suffer- 
ings in honor of a violated law, were really the cause of the advent 
of Christ, the blessings of the gospel can by no force of construction 
be properly ascribed to love. I’or the human race are represented 
as being the objects of eternal wrath, from which the Son of God 
is supposed to have saved them simply by suffering—not indeed 
eternally, but what was equal, infinitely. This admitted, and the 
whole foundation of gospel grace is infinite wrath. 

3. The proper subject of religious homage, gratitude and praise, 
is manifestly the Father of Spirits—the one living and true God, 
from whom cometh down “ every good and every perfect gift.” This 
is readily admitted; but, as if recollecting that the gospel originated 
in the claims of vindictive justice, and that all its benevolence even 
in revelation is in the Mediator, who breasted the shafts of ven- 
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geance, and endured the full burden of misery, that man might tive: 
he bas been associated with the Father in such intimacy of union, 
that He who alone could receive no honor, becomes a recipient of a 
moiety of praise for the gift of salvation. For if we only escaped 
the unfeeling severities of endless damnation, by the equal sufferings 
of the Redeemer, no reason can be given why he who paid our debt 
of misery, should not receive the gratitude so important a favour 
must demand: and on the contrary, no reason can be given, why 
He who only required our sufferings should receive any gratitude 
for the immortal favour of salvation conferred on us by another. 
That thanksgiving should not be wholly abstracted from the Deity, 
the amalgamation of Son and Father seems necessary ; and hence 
by the supposition of the entire unzty of the two persons, that praise 
is half consistent which is offered to both, though due only to one. 

4. The goodness of God, when considered abstractly, is universal- 
ly acknowledged. And yet, strange as it may seem, He is more 
generally represented as infinitely cruel—nay, as having designed, 
from all past eternity, the greatest conceivable evil—an evil infinite- 
ly above the capacity of any created being to produce. 

The manner in which this is effected, is as extraordinary as it is 
unreasonable. A being called man is constituted, susceptible of per- 
fect bliss or unutterable anguish, and it was known, if not decreed, 
that a great proportion of his race should suffer the inexpressible 
agonies of misery, without end, and without mitigation. Let it be 
reduced to the capacity of a created being, to foresee or plan a sys- 
tem of misery equal to his ability, and which was in his power to 
provide against by foresight, or prevent by a single determination; 
and if he did not prevent it, we should, without any hesitation, pro- 
nounce him a malicious and wicked being. And indeed this is the 
very notion which fixes the reproach of evil or malicious intention, 
and the universal rule by which it is applied. If that which is evil, 
malicious, and cruel in degree, in us, be infinitely exerted by the 
Creator, it is infinite malice and cruelty in him; and no sophistry, 
no evasion, can avert the force of such conclusion. 

These particulars constitute but a small number out of many 
which might be adduced, to show, that with the acknowledgment of 
general attributes worthy of God, men have associated notions un- 
worthy of him, and even contradictory to the most obvious perfec- 
tions of his nature. And what is this, but fearing the Lord, and 


worshipping and serving graven images—what but the worship of 
ye know not what? 


2. A second important consideration is, the condition of the wor- 
shippers, who worship they know not what: and this condition is 
characterised by inconsistency and unhappiness. 

1. The inconsistency of this description of worshippers is interest- 
ingly described in 1 Kings xviii. 26—28, where the prophets of 
Baal, in the office of worsbip, ‘ leajed upon the altar,’ and “ cried 
aloud, and cut themselves with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed 
out ufion them.” Here it should be remarked, that the conduct of 
these worshippers plainly shows their total want of conviction, that 
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a calm and rational worship would be acceptable. Hence all is extra- 
vagance, effort, and inconsistency. They /eafed upon the altar. 
Can a rational mind suppose the Deity particularly pleased with 
mere bodily exertion, violent gesticulation! They cried aloud, as if 
the cbject of devotion was at a distance, or, as Elijah sarcastically 
represented, was taking a nap. They cut themselves with knives, 
probably to excite the compassion and sympathy of their Deity, 
though in the mind of the real prophet of the Lord, it could excite 
no feeling but contempt. The heathens were accustomed to proceed 
to expostulations with their divinities, and finally to taunts and in- 
sults—and some even ventured to pull the beard of Jupiter! 

IT will not disgust you with the detail of the sickly and offensive, 
yet ridiculous, devotions of some popish blind fidler’, grating inhar- 
monious discord before the statue of the Virgin and incarnate in- 
fant, expecting heaven and eternal blessedness as the reward of his 
well-meant labours: nor excite your pity, while contemplating some 
skin-clothed maniac, mounted on his marble rostrum thirty cubits, 
which for the honor of humanity had been well exchanged for the 
gibbet of Haman. No; we have religious follies, and superstitious 
observances, and ascetic lunacy, and vociferous moanings, and antic 
gesticulations in modern times, sufficient to illustrate all that has 
been assumed on this subject. The charities which Christianity 
would appropriate to the temporal necessities of suffering humanity, 
have been coldly scowled into contempt, as the mere unsanctified 
fruits of cold and formal morality; while the pure and unsullied 
joys of Paradise have been promised as the glorious reward of some 
trifling gratuity made in support of missions. Nor need the childish 
sacrifices to secure these objects, be more than named, to show that 
they are the remains of monkish austerity, propagated with jesuitical 
skill, and productive only of an accumulation of the already too 
numerous specimens of human weakness and clerical presumption. 

Since the days of the French prophets, dreams, and even faintings, 
have borne the hallowed name of sanctification; and noise, and rant, 
and confusion, have been construed into Christian simplicity and 
sober zeal. And this frantic spirit of delusion is perhaps never more 
conspicuous, than when indulged during the fashionable excitements 
of what is denominated—an awakening. 

2. The unhafifiness of such as worship, they know not what. The 
first obvious misery of such as worship they know not what, is, their 
perpetual fear that their worship will not be acceptable. This, among 
the heathens, gave rise to the most costly and fainful sacrifices: it 
will be very difficult to conceive of any other important and influ- 
ential motive, that could induce a mother to yield up her tender 
offspring, a sacrifice to placate an imaginary deity. If any office, 
vite, or victim, could have been supposed sufficient, such offerings 
would never have been made; but the fear that nothing short of 
this could be acceptable. or if so, sufficient to atone for “ the sin of 
the soul,” induced the horrid practice of immolating even “ a first 
born.” It is scarcely necessary to remark here, that the common 
octrine of atonement sayours strongly of this heathenish dogma. 
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Certainly as face answers to face, so does the doctrine, that Jesus 
was sacrificed to appease and placate the Father, correspond to the 
heathen custom of offering children to Moloch, to appease his wrath. 
But this fear, which induces such costly saccifices, is only one of 
many miseries that afflict the soul. How dreadful must be the con- 
dition of that parent, who, satisfied that nothing less than the im- 
molation of his child can atone for his own sins, or please his God, 
tears the helpless victim from his bosom, to mourn through life the 
sad necessity that doomed him to grief in time, or despair and mise- 
ry hereafter! At best, it was but a choice of evils; and the practice 
which obtained ensured a preseut one here, to avoid what was future 
and uncertain. 

But is there nothing resembling this in the worship of the great 
body of Christians who maintain the peculiar doctrines I have enu- 
merated? Do they betray no fears, that their worship and obedi- 
ence may not prove acceptable ? And if possible to render it worthy 
of Divine approbation, do not parents profess an acquiescence in the 
future and interminable miseries of their children? Do they not 
even solemnly avow their entire willingness to be themselves cast 
out from the abodes of mercy, and consigned to never-ending des- 
pair and misery, for the glory of God? Heathenism never furnish- 
ed a broader outline of fear, and doubt, and pain—the family group 
in the picture of superstition and religious misery, than is thus pre- 
sented in the confessions of Christian worshippers. Constantly tor- 
tured with fear on one hand, and pain and sorrow en the other, 
“they have no rest day nor night.”” Hence futurity is uncertainty to 
them, and the present a scene of sorrow. Dejection hangs upon the 
spirit, clouds the features with gloom, renders life a burden, death a 
terror, and immortality itself becomes in prospect darely a blessing. 

How different from all this, the odject of worship, the worship 
itself, and feelings of him, who feels that he approaches a Father in 
his God; who is assured that his well-meant services will be ap- 
proved, and his sincere devotions accepted; who views life a bless- 
ing, his relationships as so many sources of enjoyment, death the 
end of sorrows, pains, and cares, and eternity as the final, blessed, 
and immortal home of all rational and moral beings. The object of 
his praise is one God, the duties of his life obedience, his present 
tife joy, and his spirit and his hopes rest in heaven. 








From the (MN. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
LETTERS ON ELE€TION—BY RICHARD WRIGHT, OF GLASGOW (scoT.) 


Dear Sir—TInstead of recapitulating the premises laid down, and, 
I trust, established, in my former letters, I state the following posi- 
tions, as comprehending the substance of what I have written on 
the subject of Election, and as an introduction to what this and the 
a letters will contain : 
. The divine government, in all its various branches, cunning 
over all creatures, through all the successive periods of time, all the 
manifestations of Jehowah afforded to the children of men, all his 


= = 
_———_ 





~ 


— ee 








364 Letiers on Election. 


dispensations of grace, the execution of his most tremendous judg 
ments,—all originate in unbounded love, and will terminate in the 
complete happiness of the whole creation. 

2. The administration of the moral or spiritual government of the 
world, is placed in the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom Je- 
hovah is manifested to mankind, by whom his grace will be fully 
displayed in the ages to come, and all his righteous judgments 
executed; the Father having chosen and appointed him to reign, as 
Mediator, until all the great designs of his love be carried into effect, 
and the whole human race made happy. 

3. Under the administration of Jesus Christ, numerous agents are, 
and will be employed, who were chosen in, and appointed by him, 
to fili peculiar stations, and to enjoy special blessings, that, as instru- 
ments, they may all subserve the great ends of his administration : 
among these the apostles stand foremost, Eph. iv. 11. 

I apprehend no one will dispute the reality of the election of the 
apostles, or that their election was an act of divine sovereignty: if, 
however, any reader should be disposed to doubt it, the followin 
passages may serve to convince him, Matt. xi. 25,26, We find the 
Lord thanking his Father, tbat it seemed good in his sight to hide 
the things which were revealed to his disciples, from the wise and 
prudent; not that God did any thing to prevent any man’s coming 
to the light, and receiving the knowledge of the truth, but that he 
did not choose the wise and prudent of this world to be witnesses 
of all that Jesus did and taught, and to be ministers of the word; 
that, on the contrary, he chose to reveal all his truth first to babes in 
worldly wisdom and prudence, to make them disciples and apostles, 
that there might be no pretence for glorying in the flesh. To what- 
ever else the above passage may be deemed applicable, when com- 
pared with Luke x. I think this will be found its primary meaning. 
John xv. 16, we find the Lord said to his apostles, Ye Aave not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you; and ver. 19, I have chosen you out of the 
world. Paul was expressly declared to be a chosen vessel unto 
Christ, Acts ix. 15. Let it be observed, that Saul of Tarsus had 
discovered no previous disposition to believe on Christ, or to pay 
the least attention to his gospel; but, on the contrary, continued a 
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious, until the Lord, by his 
special interposition, brought him tothe knowledge of himself, which 
fully shows the operation of the sovereign good pleasure of God in 
his election. I mean not to say, that the election of the apostles was 
merely the act of an arbitrary will; but that the Lord did that which 
was wisest and best to be done for the general good of mankind, i” 
the selection of those persons who were chosen to that high office : 
this I hope to make appear. 

Upon the very face of the subject, we may discover that those 
who were chosen to be apostles, were chosen to carry on the same 
interesting work, and to promote the same benevolent end, which 
Christ himself was chosen to effect; for they were chosen to be his 
witnesses, to act by authority received from him,to speak in his name, 
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to be his ambassadors to the world—their office and ministry 
throughout were subservient to the great ends of his mission. 

The light, blessings, gifts, and endowments granted to the apos- 
tles, were not granted to them merely for their own personal hap- 
piness, but that they might become a blessing to others. God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shined in their hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ. They were vessels filled with heavenly treasure, 
that they might bear it to others, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7. They were ordain- 
ed to go forth in their public office and work, and bring forth fruit 
by their ministry in the world, and. that their fruit should remain, 
John, xv. 16. They were sent into the world for the same purpose 
that their great master was sent into the world, John xvii. 18. They 
were commissioned to teach all nations, to preach the gospel to 
every creature, to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins to all 
nations, Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. Luke xxiv. 47. Paul, in 
particular, was chosen to bear the name of Christ before the Gen- 
tiles; he was sent to them to open their eyes, to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
might receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified, Acts ix. 15, and xxvi. 18. Grace was given to him 
that he might preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world had been hid in 
God, Eph. iii. 8,9. The great object of the office and ministry of 
the apostles was the reconciliation of the world to God, 2 Cor. v. 
14, tothe end. According to the prayer of Christ, John xvii. 21, 
23, when those who believe on him, through the word of his apos- 
tles, shall be made perfect in one, the world shall believe and know, 
through the medium of his church, that he is the sent of God, the 
anointed Saviour, and be acquainted with the love of God to the 
saints; but all who believe, under the present dispensation, believe 
through the word or testimony of the apostles: therefore, by the 
world cannot be intended those who know Christ in the present state, 
because those to whom the term is here applied are distinguished 
from all such; nor are the saints brought to that perfect state which 
Christ prayed for in the present life; consequently, a future age 
must be referred to, when the world, in distinction from the Church 
of God, shall be subjects of this knowledge and faith. 

The apostles being chosen out of the middle and lower orders of 
the people, and called from obscurity to fill the most important 
office, was a blow at the root of Rabinical pride and Pharisaical im- 
portance, which had taken the key of knowledge from the poor: at 
the same time it was calculated to give encouragement to those 
who might afterward be called from obscure situations to labour in 
the gospel; while the simple manners and appearance of the first 
teachers of Christianity, afford a striking reproof to the lordly spirit 
and splendid trappings of the antichristian priests of after ages: 
besides, the election of such persons to so great a work, made the 
excellency of the power most conspicuously appear to be of God, 
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and not of themselves: and those were best calculated to feel for, 
and be useful to, the common people, who had been chosen from 
among them. 

The conversion of such a determined persecutor as Saul of ‘Tar- 
sus, and his election to the apostolic office, was a considerable evi- 
dence of the truth of Christianity, and ought to have been viewed 
as such by the Jews. They well knew how deeply he had engaged 
with them in opposition to it; what violent zeal he had manifested 
against the gospel; how much his reputation, his emolument, and 
even his safety among his own countrymen, in particular among the 
partisans of the sect to which he from his childhood had been warm- 
ly attached, were involved in his continuing to oppose the disciples 
of Jesus: for such a man entirely to change his sentiments and con- 
duct, without any worldly motive that could influence him to such 
a change being discoverable, for him all at once to sacrifice his 
friends, connexions, reputation, worldly interest, the rooted preju- 
dices which before entirely influenced him, to put his life in the 
greatest peril, and expose himself to the greatest hardships, by be- 
coming the most zealous promoter of the cause which he had be- 
fore persecuted, evidently supposed that he had found convincing 
proof of the goodness of that cause. 

Paul was not only chosen to be an eminent instrument of good 
to mankind by his labours, but he was also selected by the Lord, and 
made a recipient of mercy and grace, that in him, first, as the chief 
of sinners, a pattern of all long-suffering might be exhibited to others, 
to encourage them to trust in the mercy and grace of God, 1 ‘Tim. 
i. 16. The extraordinary means made use of to effect Paul’s con- 
version, may be considered as an earnest and pattern of the extra- 
ordinary means which will be employed for the conversion of his 
unbelieving countrymen the Jews, Zech. xii. and xiv. and the effects 
produced in consequence of his conversion, by his ministry among 
the Gentiles, a pattern of the effects which will be produced by the 
conversion of the Jews in the world at large. Paul having been the 
subject of such rooted prejudice and violent opposition to the gospel, 
excited in his mind, when an apostle, the greater sympathy and 
compassion for others who still remained in the same state, Rom. 
ix. 3. Hence, we may discover the wisdom and goodness of God in 
choosing him to the apostolic office. 

Among those who were chosen to be apostles, we find Judas 
Iscariot, who became a spy, and turned accuser and betrayer of his 
Lord: his having been numbered with them, and made a_ partaker 
of their ministry, 1s a circumstance calculated to be of use to man- 
kind and to the Church of God. Had Christ been an impostor, Judas 
must have known it; could he have persuaded himself that his Lord 
was not what he professed himself, he would not have been over- 
whelmed with remorse for betraying him; but he openly declared 
the innocence of Christ, and that he had sinned in betraying him; 
which circumstance is an evidence of the truth of Christianity, and 
ought to have had great weight with the Jews. What the Lord ex- 
perienced through the treachery of Judas, renders him the more 
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capable of being touched with the feeling of our infirmities, Heb. iv. 
15, and places him before us as our pattern, when we suffer from 
the perfidy of professed friends. Had not a Judas been found among 
the apostles, the saints in after ages might have been surprised and 
discouraged to find such men among themselves; but this serves 
to teach others, that though they be elected to the highest office, 
this will not prevent their being punished according to their sins. 
Judas was not rejected from his office, until his outward conduct 
had proved him totally unworthy of it; this is to teach us never to 
reject others on the ground of suspicion, but, in all cases, to act 
towards them according to what their outward conduct proves them 
to be. 

Thus, it appears, that the election of apostles was intended, and 
every way calculated, to be a general blessing to mankind. 

REPLY TO « A CONVERT.” 

It will recollected by our readers, that the 13th No. of this pape: 
contained a brief reply to the inquiries of a person, who signified 
his general belief in the doctrines maintained in this publicatian, by 
subscribing himself 4 Convert. We are now called upon, in the most 
friendly manner, by the same correspondent, to furnish an explana- 
tion of the 4th and 25th vers. of Rev. 21 ch. 

The inquiry of our friend is directed to the reconciliation of these 
verses, which in his opinion most probably refer to a future state, 
with the rest of the chapter, which he supposes has reference only 
to the present state of existence. 

The 4th verse reads thus:—‘* And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are passed away.” 

This verse should, of course, be understood in connexion with the 
preceding and subsequent parts of the same chapter, and as having 
relation to the same subject, until it is plain that another subject is 
‘commenced. And the commencement of the 21st chapter should be 
viewed as connected with the latter part of the preceding chapter. 
Now the latter part of the 20th chapter describes the process by 
which the worshippers of the Jeast, together with the “ devil that 
deceived them, were cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and the false prophet are,” and where they shall be “ tor- 
mented, day and night, forever and ever.’ This “lake of fire and 
brimstone” is called “the second death.” Consequent upon the 
casting of death and hell into this lake of fire, the disciple saw the 
holy city descending out of heaven, and heard it announced, that the 
tabernacle of God was with men. Then follows, in immediate con- 
nexion, the consequences resulting from the new order of things. 
produced by casting death and hell into the lake of fire, with all 
those whose names were not registered in the book of life, and the 
subsequent reign of God in the Vew Jerusalem, These consequences 
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are enumerated in the 4th verse of the 21st. chapter, and may be 
considered as the mere ofifostte of a state of apostacy from the truth. 

This will appear more obvious, by referring to particulars. In the 
18th chapter of this book, we are informed concerning the condi- 
tion of the worshippers of the beast, the citizens of mystic Babylon. 
See 7 and 8 vers. “how much she hati glorified herself and lived 
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her—therefore shall 
her plagues come in one day, DEATH, and. mourning, and famine.” 
It is from the face of such as have sorrow and mourning, that God 
‘© shall wipe away all tears’—to those whom he hath rescued from 
“6 the second death,” * there shail be no more death;” and to such as 
have suffered the torment and flagues of apostacy, “ Meither shall 
there be any more pain.” Thus admitting what appears very plain 
and certain, that the scecond death is suffered in this state of exist- 
ence, all analogy requires the application of the passage under con- 
sideration to the same state of being, since it manifestly alludes to 
the removal of the evils that very state of death had produced. That 
the life, comfort and deliverance effected by the coming of the New 
Jerusalem, that is, the renovation of the knowledge of the true gospel 
among’men, may have the effect of perpetuating the blessings it 
imparts, need not be questioned; nor will its admission or denial 
have any bearing upon the proper construction of this passage. Its 
application is to the state where the second death occurs, and that 
death has manifestly reigned over the Christian church the full 
measure of “a time, times and a half time.’’ 

Nor does the great and most comforting doctrine of a happy and 
blessed immortality, depend on this or any other portion of the book 
called Revelation: there are other passages of the New Testament 
on which that doctrine rests, the interpretation of which is so ob- 
vious, their meaning so clear, as not to admit of doubt, and their 
application to a future state so manifest as to defy misconstruction. 
There can be neither impropriety nor danger, therefore, in the 
admission of what to me seems the natural and necessary construc- 
tion of this passage—that the cessation of tears, sorrows, pain, and 
death, of which it speaks, is the mere cessation of these means and 
tokens of suffering in an apostate and corrupt church, dut which has 
20 reference to any other condition of human nature. 

The 25th verse reads thus—“ And the gates of it shal} not be shut 
at all by day; for there shall be no night there.” 

The subject of which this passage treats, commences at the 9th 
verse, Where John is permitted in spirit a more particular vision of 
the holy city; or rather, perhaps, commences a more general de- 
scription of what he had already seen, and only named in verse 2; 
but being more interested in the consequences of its advent, than in 
any other peculiarity, he seems to postpone its description until 
those consequences were enumeratrd, ver. 2—8. 

By the Aoly city, the Mew Jerusalem, not a place, but a state or 
condition is intended; and that condition is the result of the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of the pure and uncorrupted doctrine of the 
gospel. It is hence said to eome down from God out of heaven,” 








Persecution. 369 


as John Baptist is said to'have been sent from God, and Jesus to 
have “come down from heaven,” that is, as the principles and 
doctrine taught by John and the Saviour were from heaven, they 
were said to come from heaven, and as the truth received by the 
church is from God, so the church, the holy city, is represented as 
coming down from God out of heaven 

This view is supported by Gal. iv. 25, 26—“ For this Agar is 
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children; but Jerusalem which is above 
is free, which is the mother of us all.” In the 25th verse, the apos- 
tle calls these ‘* the two covenants,” and sufficiently shows, that, by 
Jerusalem above, he meant the gosfel covenant, the reception of 
which constitutes man a dweller in the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Now there never was, nor can be, darkness in that dispensation 
which is light itself. Jesus, the sun of the gospel system, dispenses 
his beams of truth throughout this “ tabernacle of God,” the heaven- 
ly Jerusalem, There can be “no night there,” and hence those in 
darkness are said to be without. “ And the gates of it shall not be 
shut.” The effort of ancient pharisees to shut the kingdom of God 
was ineffectual, and those of modern exclusive sects will prove 
equally abortive. The Saviour hath ofened, and no man shutteth ; 
and with the light of his truth to direct them, the human race are 
returning, and will return to the city of the living God. Ep. Un. 


PERSECUTION. 


Persecution has been the common lot of all denominations, in 
their first establishment, since the creation of the world. Christ and 
his apostles were called to encounter the most determined opposi- 
tion, to suffer the loss of all things, even the loss of their lives. 
Language is inadequate to describe the sufferings which each deno- 
mination has been called to experience, as it arose. Each has been 
proscribed, censured, and persecuted, by those who could not accede 
to the truth of their doctrine. The inquisitorial court has been found- 
ed; the rack and torture, and the auto de fe invented. 

When the celebrated Wickliff, Doctor and Professor of Divinity 
in the University of Oxford, a man of enterprising genius, and extra- 
ordinary learning, presumed to attack the jurisdiction of the pope, 
and the bishops, and to declare that penance had no sort of -merit 
in the sight of God, unless followed with a reformed life, and that 
external confessions were not necessary to salvation; who presumed 
to exclaim against indulgences, prayers to the saints, the celibacy 
of the clergy, the doctrine of transubstantiation, monastic vows, &c. 
a flood of persecution was poured in upon him; and after the vene~ 
rable sire had departed, and his remains were deposited in the noiseless 
and rayless receptacle of the dead, the sacred repository was violated, 
and the bones of a Wickliff were taken from the silent shade of the 
grave and consigned to the flames. 

When the immortal Luther, the celebrated reformer, who pos- 
sessed an invincible magnanimity, and an uncommon vigor and 
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acuteness Of genius, having taken a distaste at the indulgences whicis 
Were granted in 1517,by Pope Leo X. to those who contributed towards 
finishing St. Peter’s Church at Rome: those: famous indulgences, 
which administered remission of all sins, past, present, and to come, 
however enormous their nature, to ail those who were rich enough 
to purchase them—I say, when this illustrious character presumed 
to raise his warning voice, and expose the doctrine of indulgences, 
and to question the infallibility of his Holiness, anathemas in torrents 
rolled from every quarter, and the thunders of persecution, peal after 
peal, assailed him on every side. 

When Michael Servetus presumed to differ in opinion from John 
Calvin, and publicly to avow his sentiments; and who boldly main- 
tained that no man ought to be prosecuted, like a criminal, for any 
doctrinal point, he was taken by the rude hands of Calvin, and con- 
signed to a slow fire made of green withes, to render his sufferings 
more poignant; in which situation this unhappy man expired. 

Oh! the heart-of him that devoted this wretched victim to sheets 
of flame, must have been a stranger to God and religion; as hard as 
adamant; as unfeeling as a block of marble; as cruel as the grave. 

When the dissenters seceded from the Church of England, they 
were at once enveloped in a flood of persecution; refused that assis- 
tance which true charity and christian benevolence would not re- 
fuse, and were driven to distant and inhospitable climes, On the 
very shores on which we now stand. they sought an asylum from 
the ravages of bloody persecution. But, no sooner was the religion 
which they had established, called in question, than, as though the 
persecutions they had endured were entirely forgotten, they became 
outrageous at the idea, and vomited forth flames of persecution, ten 
fold more dreadful than that from which they had escaped! A Roger 
Williams, and his associates, are banished, and compelled, in the — 
unpleasaat season of winter, to seek a refuge ina neighbouring state, 
then a wilderness, and uninhabited, but by the uncivilized aborigines ; 
and the earth is crimsoned with the blood of Baptists and Quakers. 
Such was the persecuting spirit of those whom we have been taught 
to call the pious ancestors of New England! 

Wher the sainted Murray presumed to raise his warning voice 
against the doctrine ef endless misery, and to question the infalli- 
bility of orthodoxy—when he refused to worship the image which 
the wisdom of this world had set up—-when he fearlessly presumed 
to preach Christ as the Saviour of all men, anathemas were thunder- 
ed from almost every pulpit in America; persecution rolled in tor- 
rents, the finger of scorn was pointed, abuse and contumely were 
dealt out by wholesale; he was, indeed, “ made a gazing stock, both 
by reproaches and afflictions.” It is true, and God be praised, that 
snodern persecutors do not possess that civil power, with which their 
predecessors were invested, which would be productive of former 
scenes of cruelty; they cannot now sacrifice upon the wheel of tor- 
ure, thrust men, women and children down the precipice, nor roast 
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in glowing flames; yet they can, and do show, in every feature, and 
portend in every look, what they would do had they the power. 

The character of persecutors has been much the same, in all ages 
of the world; and what that character is, may be learnt from those 
who persecuted Christ and his apostles. They were the self-righ- 
teous Pharisees. Brethren ofthe Abrahamic faith, by whom are you 
persecuted, but by modern Pharisees, who think themselves righteous 
and despise others? By whom are you reproached but by those, who 
think that it becomes such holy people as themselves, to stand aloof 
from the ungodly world; and who, therefore, address you in action, 
if not in word, in the following manner: “ Stand by thyself, come 
not near me; for Iam holier than thou!” By whom are you pro- 
scribed as infidels, but by those who make sad their countenances, 
disfigure their faces, bow down their backs, and afflict their souls ? 
who pray lang and frequently, when men can hear them, after this 
manner—* God, we thank thee, that we are not like other people ?” 
who murmur when we preach, that those whom they think not so 
deserving as themselves, will cordially be received into heaven? 
You are persecuted by those, who, according to their own account, 
are better than others, for the following reasons, viz— They belong 
to the church—attend conference meetings—fast, if not thrice a 
week, once a year, which is oftener than their wicked neighbours 
fast—they pay tithes of all they possess, or, what amounts to pretty 
much the same, contribute liberally, both rags and money, to the 
support of foreign missions: and they might add, with propriety, 
we are scrupulous in observing almost all the traditions which have 
beer borrowed and handed down from heathen mythology, from time 
immemorial. Chr. Tel, 
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EPISTOLARY. 


Philadelphia, November 12, 1791. 


Drar Sirn—Accept of my thanks for your long letter by the 
Pigou, and your valuable publications which accompanied it. Your 
letters to Mr. Zay/or contain many new and striking ideas. Your 
funeral sermon for Mr. John Wesley does honour to tlie philanthropy 
of your universal principles. I admire and honour that great man 
above ahy man that has lived since the time of the apostles—his 
writings will ere long revive in support of ourdoctrine; for if Christ 
died for all, as Mr. Wesley always taught, it will soon appear a ne- 
cessary consequence that all shall be saved. But what shall I say to 
your fourth volume of Lectures on the Prophecies? Accept of my 
thanks, over and over, for the instruction and entertainment I have 
derived from reading them. They are now in the hands of my dear 
friend, and old preceptor in Medicine, Dr. Redman, who speaks in 
the highest terms of them, and calls you our 7Vheological Newton. 
Go on, my dear sir, with your researches into the true meaning ot 
the Scriptures. Your works, however much neglected or opposed 
now, Will be precious to those generations which are te follow us: 
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and, like the bones of Elisha, will perform miracles after your death, 
How delightful to a good man should be the thoughts of surviving 
himself! The persons who are to exist an hundred years hence, 
are as much our fellow-creatures as those who are our contempora- 
ries. It only requires more grace to leve them than the persons 
whom we see and converse with every day ; but in proportion as we 
attain to this sublime act of love, we approach nearer to the Source 
of all Love—for he loves and serves all the generations of his crea- 
tures with an equal affection. 

I contemplate with you the progress of reason and liberty in Eu- 
rope with great pleasure. Republican forms of government are the 
dest repositories of the Gospel; I therefore suppose they are in- 
tended as preludes to a glorious manifestation of its power and in- 
fluence upon the hearts of men The language of these free and 
equal governments seems to be like that of John the Baptist of old, 
*« Prepare ye the way of the Lord—make his paths straight.” The 
benevolent spirit which has lately appeared in the world, in its go- 
vernments, in its numerous philanthropic and humane societies, 
and even in public entertainments, remind me of the first efforts 
of a child to move its body or limbs. These efforts are strong, but 
irregular, and often in a contrary direction to that which is intended. 
Time and a few unsuccessful experiments soon bring these motions 
into a proper direction. The same will happen, I have no doubt, to 
the present kind but irregular and convulsive impulses of the hu- 
man heart. At present they lead men to admire and celebrate human 
lights, and human deliverers—but, ere long, public admiration and 
praise will rise to Him who is the true light of the world and who 
only delivers from evils of every kind. At present we wish liberty 
to the whole world—but the next touch of the celestial magnet upon 
the human heart will direct it into wishes for-the salvation of all 
mankind. Yours sincerely, BENJAMIN RUSH. 


== 


RULES FOR INTERPRETING THE SCRIPTURES, 
By Lanr Carpenter, L. L. D. 


1. Revealed truth can be found only in the record of Revelation 
contained in the Scriptures. 

2. Revealed truths can never be inconsistent with the gener] tenor 
of the Scriptures, with each other, or with any truths which can be 
hroved from the light of reason. 

3. In interpreting the Scriptures, that meaning which would be 
plain and obvious to those for whom the particular parts were writ- 
ten, or to whom they were addressed, is to be preferred, wherever 
it cannot be shown that this was not the meaning of the writer or 
speaker. 

4. To gain a right understanding of any writer, “ we must care- 
fully observe the end or design with which he wrote, and the means 
which he has employed for the accomplishment of his end.” 

5. The opinions of the writer or speaker are to be determined, 
sot by detached expressions, which (owing to the imperfection of 
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language) are, in themselves, ambiguous, but by the general tenor 


of his writings or discourses. 

6. Expressions which in their particular connextion, at leastware 
obscure, or which are capable of different interpretations, must be 
explained by corresponding expressions (of the same individual, or 
of others using a similar style) which are plain and unambiguous. 

7. No meaning of any word or phrase can be the just one, which 
does not suit the connexion, or which js inconsistent with the gene- 
ral tenor of the individual’s own writings or discourses. 

That meaning of a word in which it is commonly used by the 
individual, or by others using the same style, is to be preferred, 
wherever the connexion or general tenor of his writings and dis- 
courses will allow of it. 

9. Where a passage in the New Testament admits of different 
interpretations, and there is nothing in the individual’s own dis- 
courses or writings to decide which is the true one, that should be 
preferred which best accords with the general tenor and spirit of the 
New Testament at large. 

FROM THE OLD COLONY MEMORIAL. 
TOLERATION. 

Mr. Printer—In the last Memorial you presented your readers 
with the important decision of Judge Hallowell, of Philadelphia, who 
refused to admit a man to be qualified as a witness, on the ground of 
his not believing in “ funtshment after this life.” 

This decision is no doubt received by multitudes with the most 
profound approbation; especially by that precious number whose 
religious belief it reverences and sanctions. But, sir, we are of that 
number who view this decision as the offspring of bigotry, devoid 
of justice or decency, and a most flagrant infringement upon the 
inalienable rights.of republican freemen, as vouchsafed by our inimi- 
table constitution. 

Where is the dignity of the man who will descend from the judi- 
cial bench, and put off the badge of civil honour, for the hood of a 
Friar or Confessor, and engage in a Theological debate, with a de- 
sign to see whether a witness be sound in the faith? Answer—one 
in Philadelphia, and in the metropolis of our country. Tell it not 
in Gath! 

His honour has given the public to understand, that were it not 
for the fear he has of punishment in “ the life to come,” they could 
not, with any assurance, expect from him “the distribution of jus- 
tice between man and man!” We sincerely pity the man whose 
moral depravity is such, that conscience has lost its influence, and 
who would not honour himself by the “ distribution of justice,” were 
it not for the slavish fear of punishment in the life to come. Had the 
man been dishonest in denying his religious belief, the honourable 
gentleman would have admitted him as a witness. 

This is a solemn warning to all who cannot believe with the 
honourable judge. They are judicially informed that the testimony, 
although delivered under the “ solemnities of an oath or affirmation, 
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which comes home to the conscience,” will not be entitled to credit, 
unless they are awfully fearful of punishment in the “ life to come.” 
Must a man be denied the privileges of a freeman, who cannot sub- 
scribe to certain pagan notions, which the clergy have interwoven 
with their religion! 

Moses was a great lawgiver—but has the honourable judge found 
that he received or gave a law, whose penalty reaches beyond that 
state in which it is transgressed? or that he made the belief of 
punishment in a * life to come,” the foundation of all their political 
and religious institutions ? 

A man who acts with ho higher motive than fear, who must needs 
have a devil to frighten him to acts of justice, is not fit for the exalt- 
ed station of judge in this enlightened land ! FREE BORN. 


ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP. 


Lord! what off’ring shall we bring, 
At thine altar when we bow ? 
Hearts, the pure unsullied spring, 
Whence the kind affections flow ; 
Soft compassion’s feeling soul, 
By the melting eye exprest : 
Sympathy, at whose control, 
Sorrow leaves the wounded breast ; 





Willing hands to lead the blind, 
Bind the wounded, feed the poor - 
Love, embracing all our kind, 
Charity, with lib’ral store : 
Teach us, O, thou heavenly king! 
Thus to show our grateful mind, 
Thus th’ accepted off ’ring bring, 
Love to thee, and all mankind. Joun Taytor. 


LORD’S PRAYER. 


Che very learned Mr. Gregory has shown, that our Lord collected 
this prayer out of the Jewish Euchologies, and gives us the whole 
form as follows: —** Our Father who art in heaven, be gracious unto 
us! O Lord our God, hallowed be thy name, and let the remem- 
brance of Thee be glorified in heaven above, and in the earth here 
below! Let thy kingdom reign over us now, and forever! The holy 
men of old said: remit and forgive unto all men whatsoever they 
have done against me! And lead us not into the hands of tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from the evil thing! For thine is the kingdom, 


and thou shalt reign in glory forever, and forevermore. 
Dr. A. Clarke. 











A man of integrity will be a man of frankness and of truth—as he 
ntends always to walk in the path of rectitude, he of course has 
nothing to fear. His soul shrinks from every thing like deception— 
his yea means yea, his nay means nay. 
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